Charles, was an outstanding Midlands physician, and, in addition, a prominent scientist, inventor, and founder of the Birmingham Lunar Society. However, he also enjoyed great fame as a poet and this book presents an excellent facsimile reproduction of his most important poem. The first part (1791) deals with all parts of science and technology and the second (1789) with the fertilization processes in plants. Darwin's appended notes cover a wide range of topics: meteors, comets, luminous insects, steam engines, electricity, geology, the Portland vase, winds, etc. When published it was very well received, and it is said that it influenced Wordsworth, Coleridge, Keats, and Shelley. Certainly Darwin was able to handle his rather dull material with poetical skill, humour, sensitivity, and ingenuity.

